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HOUSTON — What a difference a week makes. Last Tuesday 10th-ranked 
Houston Second Baptist was the invincible king of the TAPPS 5A-4 district 
mountain, while No. 14 Sugar Land Fort Bend Baptist was merely a pesky 
gnat the Lady Eagles needed to swat potentially one more time to claim yet 
another district championship.

And through two games it looked as though SBS would claim the 2007 district 
crown, but in game three Fort Bend Baptist started transforming from a pesky 
gnat to a real threat. Eventually the Lady Eagles became the new king of the 
5A-4 mountain with a thrilling 3-2 come-from-behind victory at Houston 
Christian Tuesday night.

“The girls came out clicking on all cylinders and it was just an incredible team 
effort,” FBBA head volleyball coach Leigh Fox said after the improbably 
victory. “We tried some lineups that were different, and tried some different 
things to see if they would be effective and the girls just stepped up.
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Daniel Papetti gave FBBA a 24-22 lead with a tip and Second Baptist closed 
out the game with an unforced error to give the Lady Eagles life, heading into 
game four.

Game four went much the same way game three went as Fort Bend Baptist 
took an early lead and SBS battled back to tie the match on a couple of 
different occasions, but the Lady Eagles were starting to find the all elusive 
zone.

Fort Bend Baptist claimed a 25-20 win in game four to push the district title 
tilt to a fifth and deciding game.

Second Baptist took an early 2-0 lead in game five on a Calhoun kill and a 
FBBA error, and it looked as though the Lady Eagles were going to fend off 
the upset attempt, however SBS wasn't able to close the door on the 
challengers.

Fort Bend Baptist rallied to tie the game and the two squads went at each 
other point for point until Erin Anderon gave FBBA a 6-5 lead. The Lady 
Eagles started to pull away and eventually led by as many as four points, at 
10-6, 12-8 and 14-10.

Second Baptist 
didn't give up, as 
the Lady Eagles 
pulled with a 
point, at 14-13, 
on a pair of FBBA 
errors and a kill, 
forcing Fox to call 
a timeout.

On the next 
volley a SBS kill 
attempt sailed 
long and Fort 
Bend Baptist 
claimed the 
district 
championship 
with a 15-13 
victory in game 
five.

“Honestly I think 
we were a little 
too excited (last) 
Tuesday night,” 

FBBA's Rachel Waltz said following the victory. “We were just jittery, and 
when we got down we got upset and we just stopped playing.

Fox said Tuesday night's loss, in the regular-season finale, was a big eye 
opener for her Lady Eagles.
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“We talked about it (the loss) and we knew we could compete, and we knew 
we could win,” she said. “We just didn't want to make them something that 
they weren't, and we just knew that we were on their level. And I think were 
were able to see that last week. We were able to show up tonight and 
volleyball luck was on our side tonight.”

Berg said it was more than luck that cost her Lady Eagles the district title.

“They stepped up and took it (the title),” she said. “They passed the ball well. 
They hit the ball well. They competed well and we didn't.

“They came out and took it from us.”

Waltz was a big part of Ft. Bend Baptist's success Tuesday night, as the junior 
hitter finished with an unofficial 27 kills in the 3-2 victory. 

“You just have to be a leader out on the court and push through everything,” 
she said. “Even when it's tough and you're losing you have to be big on the 
court and do what you can.”

Calhoun and Burgess continued to come up big for Second Baptist in clutch 
situations, which Berg said these two were “used to doing.” Calhoun finished 
unofficially with 16 kills, six scoring tips, one block and one ace.

Burgess had five kills in the final two games after spending most of the match 
setting up Calhoun and Stephanie Biediger, who finished with seven kills, one 
block and one tip.

Both teams will begin playoff action on Saturday at home. FBBA will host San 
Antonio St. Anthony Catholic, while San Antonio Texas Military Institute will 
pay a visit to Second Baptist.
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